DESERT ROSE

“Arose in a desert can only survive on its strength, not its beauty.”

— Matshona Dhliwayo

Follow this study to determine what trials put you into the desert and how you
respond while there. Choose to reach for God and use the Holy Spirit for comfort. Come
out of your desert transformed to be more like Jesus Christ. Identify the trials that are most
likely to send you back to the desert and be aware of them. Learn to lean on God and avoid
those pitfalls in your life. Let Jesus be your guide along the path of life, and He will choose
the best road for you to follow. Make this transformational experience be the last best one
and move forward walking with Jesus on the cool, light path of your life.

Seek Jesus firstin all things. If you do not know what to do, always open the Word
and go to God in prayer. Appendix A has a list of Bible verses to get you started for any
emergency and a list of prayers to help guide you in your quiet time. Pray as you need it, but
start moving your prayers toward an eternal focus, always making sure that you are keeping
the end in mind - eternity with Jesus.

“For the Lord your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He knows you’re
going through this great wilderness. These forty years the Lord your God has been with you.

”)

You have lacked nothing.

Deuteronomy 2:7

Blessings my sisters in Christ.



Stepping Into the Desert

PREPARING FOR THE LESSON: Read Isaiah 41-43

Years ago, a student of mine told me he was going to Egypt with his family and asked
if | would like him to bring me anything. | said | would love some of the sand from the desert
where the Israelites walked. He looked at me a little strange, then said, “you know Mrs.
Williams, the sand is dirty, smelly and full of camel poop!” So, my dreams don’t match up
to reality. That sand, in a little plastic bottle on my desk, is the literal desert, but the
figurative desert of my life has been far more reaching, powerful and consuming than | ever
believed it could be.

I have struggled with sins of food, drugs, sex, pride, and the love of money. | have
also been wounded by death, illness, broken relationships, prodigal children, deep cuts
from friends, and burn-out from serving. | have spent so much more time in the desert than
| ever wished to donate to that blazing furnace of hell. Most of it was my own decisions,
unwise as they were. And in all those decisions, God was telling me to not take those
steps, or to wait - let’s add a lack of patience to the list. The common denominator is that
they all started with one decision, one step, one turn onto the path that led to the desolate,
desert wilderness.

My family room had always been my happy place. There were a pair of overstuffed
chairs that faced the pool and afforded me the greatest view in the world of the Florida
paradise | live in. As | sateach morning and did my Bible study with my cup of Columbian
coffee, | felt at total peace and harmony. This is where | sat with my kids and had movie
night, helped them with homework, cuddled with my husband, had long talks with my
Mommy, and pretty much lived the last 15 years of my life. However, for the last 5 years,
these chairs have been gone — unable for me to look at them. Now, the only memory that
comes from those chairs is the day that | came into the room and told my family what | had
done to my marriage and family and broke all their hearts and broke our family. My middle
son leftimmediately and had a car accident on the road.

On this day, on these chairs, and with these words were forever a mile marker in the
road of our family. Often, you don’t know exactly what day you had to grow up and move
from your childhood into adulthood, but my children can pinpoint that day. Many people
don’t realize when they disappoint their parents, but | know the exact minute. Who can
look at their spouse and know when exactly that little spark of amazement in their eyes
went away and now, they look at you as just another normal person? | can. My heart



shattered on that chair, and it took other hearts with it. | really hope | never see those great
chairs again.

We all have that desert experience in our lives. Isaiah 43:19 says “Behold, | willdo a
new thing, now it shall spring forth; Shall you not know it? | will even make aroad in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert.” NKJV. The desert is where you battle your demons,
face your failures and learn a lesson, fall in love with the journey, surrender to the outcome,
go when people turn their backs on you, show your true character and refine it, put first
things first, and finally learn to trust God. No one can escape the desert, and some spend
more time there than others, but the hot, fiery sands are the temporary home for everyone
and passing through it is unavoidable. Let’s journey the desert together and come through
it stronger.

ETERNAL PRAYER

Instead of praying to prevent a bad thing from happening in your life that you are fearful of,
pray for God’s endurance in seasons of trial and for His steadiness as the “rock” in our
lives. Also pray that He is your comforter, and you grow closer to Him through each and
every prayer you share.

STUDY

1. Read Isaiah 42:1-9. What did God mean when He said, “l have put my Spirit
upon Him” (v.1)?

2. How does the “servant” bring righteousness to the Gentiles? When does this
happen (v.1)?

3. What is the character of the “servant” as it relates to His calling? (v.2-3)

4, What will the Messiah establish on Earth (v.4)?

5. What assurance does God give his “servant” that there will be a special people
from among the Jews and Gentiles? (v.5-7)

6. What New Testament text does Isaiah 42:7 remind you of?

7. Read Isaiah 43:1-7. While the Jews were going to be delivered into captivity in
Babylon, they would still be regarded how? (v.1)

8. What promise did God make to them concerning this ordeal? (v.3) Did He keep
this promise? If so, how?

9. What was the ransom paid for the Jews from captivity? Ultimately, when was it

paid? How are you certain it was paid?



BELOW THE SANDS...

From Isaiah 42:6-7, what does it mean for God’s people today to be “a
light to the nations?” In what ways are you “letting your light shine” in
daily mundane ways? How are you seeking to represent God’s covenant
in your everyday life?

In Isaiah 43, this chapter tells us specific purposes that God’s people
have been created for. How are you fulfilling your purpose to show God’s
glory (see 43:7)? In what ways are you serving as His witness to others of
the Good News that God always keeps His promises (see 43:10, 12)?
What are the deserts that keep you from fulfilling your purpose for your
life? How does the Word of God help you both to truly believe your new
power and new identity so you can live out this new purpose? How can
we help each other live our purpose this week and stay away from those
traps that make us fall into the desert (and take the long road around that
is filled with traps, hot sand, dangerous animals, and little water) to get
where God wants us when there is a very straight and easy road if we just
follow His path?

A classic Streams in the Desert was published in 1925 by Mrs. Lettie Cowman, a

pioneer missionary in Japan and China. She compiled her devotional during her husband’s
terminalillness, and the result has brought comfort to countless readers who also face

difficult times.

“Not all works are alike. For Scripture says that Abraham was hospitable, and God was with
him. Elias loved solitary prayer, and God was with him. And David was humble, and God

was with him. Therefore, whatever you see your soul to desire according to God, do that

thing, and you shall keep your heart safe.”

— Thomas Merton, The Wisdom of the Desert



